
This document contains

Front Matter

from

El Otro Lado:

Considering the Impact of Education Abroad

on Host Families in Cuenca, Ecuador

a master's thesis by Søren M Peterson

The complete thesis, including this document,
may be downloaded from the author's website:

www.SorenPeterson.com.

If you find this thesis helpful,
or if you cite it in your own work,
please e-mail the author at

speters5@du.edu.



EL OTRO LADO:

CONSIDERING THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION ABROAD

ON HOST FAMILIES IN CUENCA, ECUADOR

__________

A Thesis

Presented to

the Faculty of Social Sciences

University of Denver

__________

In Partial Fulfillment

of the Requirements for the Degree

Master of Arts

__________

by

Søren M Peterson

March 2007

Advisor: Tracy Bachrach Ehlers



Copyright © 2007 by Søren M Peterson
All Rights Reserved





TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 1: Introduction.................................................................................1
Statement of the Problem..........................................................................1
Thesis Overview.......................................................................................12

Chapter 2: Theory and Method....................................................................15
Review of the Literature..........................................................................15

Introduction........................................................................................15
Education Abroad...............................................................................19
Anthropology of Tourism and Acculturation......................................31
The Link between Tourism and Education Abroad...........................48
Summary.............................................................................................53

Theoretical Perspectives in Tourism Studies..........................................55
Research Goals and Methods..................................................................63

Research Goals...................................................................................63
Methods..............................................................................................67

Participant-Observation.................................................................69
Key Consultants..............................................................................70
Interviews.......................................................................................70
Qualitative Data Analysis...............................................................73

Chapter 3: Background Material.................................................................75
Ethnographic Sketch of Cuenca, Ecuador...............................................75
Education Abroad in Cuenca..................................................................85

Chapter 4: Host Families in Cuenca, Ecuador............................................90
Introduction............................................................................................90
Why Families Host Students..................................................................93
The Hosting Experience.........................................................................121

Mi primer gringuito..........................................................................122
Nuestro arroz de cada día.................................................................125
Gracias a Dios....................................................................................136

Summary................................................................................................151
Chapter 5: Conclusion................................................................................154

Summary of the Findings......................................................................154
Suggestions for Further Research.........................................................164

References Cited........................................................................................168

ii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1: Sociocultural Impacts..................................................................150

iii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Location of Cuenca, Ecuador........................................................11
Figure 2: Map of Cuenca..............................................................................77
Figure 3: “I Love New York” tourism logo..................................................81
Figure 4: Distribution of host family residences in Cuenca......................117

iv


